






RECTIFICATION OF DECFECTS IN 

HISTORIC BUILDINGS 
CHIMERA PROJECTS 

Many of us cherish the historic landscape we have here in Norfolk and 

Suffolk, the wonderful diversity of the built environment, ranging from 

historic ruins dating from the Roman, Norman, and reformation 

periods, to the notable ecclesiastical buildings, gathering places, and 

dwellings. Many of our towns and villages are blessed with listed 

buildings of national significance, among other significant local 

buildings. These buildings require a great deal of care; time, effort, and 

of course money to maintain and upkeep; we see historic buildings are 

rather like living, breathing, beings. 

Refurbishment work undertaken to them must be done in a 

sympathetic way, using traditional materials. Lime products are more 

porous and allow the passage of warm moist air from the inside to 

flow naturally out, commonly referred to as "allowing the building to 

breathe". Serious defects can arise very quickly if this process is 

prevented by the inappropriate use of incompatible modern 

materials. 

Of course other defects can arise spontaneously through woodworm 

infestation, damage to leadwork waterproofing (including that caused 

by metal theft). 

Dealing with these defects in process requires considerable expertise 

and judgement to ensure they are properly resolved, and do not 

reoccur. This often means undoing some of the mistakes of the past, 

particularly those made during the second half of the twentieth 

century. 
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Pictured: Matthew Daniels & James Sizer, Directors 

of Chimera Construction & Conservation ltd. 
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The double-arched form of Embankment Place is visible for miles, a 

grand welcome to passengers of Charing Cross train station and the 

centre of London. British architect Sir Terry Farrell designed 

Embankment Place, a post-modern office and shopping complex, 

primarily for one of the companies that later merged to form Price 

Waterhouse Coopers, which remains a tenant today, according to 

EArchitect. 

Farrell's Embankment Place opened in 1990, restoring the form of an 

earlier landmark and bringing greater numbers of people to this 

corner of London. As a result, the streets below gained new life. Its 

design suits crowds. Large floor plates are arranged behind 

aluminium and granite cladding. Each of the nine levels 

accommodates up to 500 people. Two light wells allow natural light 

into this deep building's centre. The wells rest on 18 large columns 

arranged in two rows to avoid crowds of commuters at this popular 

train station. 
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